xQuesmea ‘Lyman’ by D Butcher 8/2010.

You may be growing this as xQuesmea lymanii but there is a little problem. It has never been described!  Does this matter? Well, Lyman Smith seemed to think so when he wrote in Phytologia 30 (5): 292-295. 1975 about xCryptbergia Hort ex R. G. & C. Wilson where he pointed out that meadii was illegitimate. This is why we now know this plant these days as xCryptbergia ‘Mead’.

xQuesmea lymanii is of the same vintage! The nothogenus did not become ‘legal’ until 1972 when Eric Knobloch just mentioned the name in an article in J Brom Soc. 22:58. 1972. No mention was made as to any culton involved.

This all started in June this year when Harry Luther sent a copy of a slide from Racine Foster for the Cultivar Register. He had already sent me a copy of a Marcel Lecoufle slide of the same cultivar in 2009. What is interesting is that the only photos I had had previous to this had come from Australia. 

Anyway, I could find no description for this cultivar. 

The first mention was by Edgar Smith in J Brom Soc 33:75. 1983 where the parents Quesnelia quesnelioides x Aechmea distichantha var. schlumbergera are at odds with that quoted in the 1998 Bromeliad Cultivar Register! Here it is said these are Quesnelia testudo x Aechmea distichantha var. schlumbergera which are a repeat of that quoted by Brian Smith in his Manuscript of Bromeliad Hybrids 1984 which was a summary of information obtained from US Nurserymen’s catalogues at that time.

The only other reference I could find was an article by Racine Foster in J Brom Soc 37: 99-104, 110. 1987 where we read:

xQuesmea ?  (Aechmea distichantha x Quesnelia arvensis)  1960

xQuesmea lymanii (Aechmea distichantha x Quesnelia testudo) 1960

The formula is again in conflict and here we have another hybrid that would look very similar with these quoted parents and we only know about it 27 years after the event. How do we know if the xQuesmea lymanii we are growing today is not xQuesmea ? ?

Being positive we will have to accept that all the plants at least growing in Australia should be xQuesmea ‘Lyman’. Maurice Kellett in Victoria imported his plant direct from Mulford Foster and it arrived on Australian shores in June 1973. Geoff Lawn in Western Australia tells me he got an offset from Maurice in 1983, so no doubt, there must be more plants being grown around Australia – somewhere. 

If anyone is aware of old unpublished information, or newsletters of the period in Florida please let me know.

